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HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MAY MEETING 
 

Minutes of May 23, 2023 
 

The 418th meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 
May 23, 2023, both in person and remotely with Chair Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. presiding. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
(in person) 

Robert W. Gilbert, Chair  
Charles Epstein 
Ted Hebert 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
(via Zoom) 

Trustee George 
Yolanda Johnson 
Evan Plotkin 
Nayroby Rosa 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT Vanessa Smith 
Ivonne Vidal 
Eleanor Williams 

 
ALSO PRESENT (in 
person) 

Beth Breton, Karen Desjeans, Curt Foster, Kim Hicks, Christina Royal, Narayan 
Sampath, and Amanda Sbriscia. 
 

ALSO PRESENT (via 
Zoom) 

Yaritza Barta, Teresa Beaudry, Alan Bloomgarden, Amy Brandt, Maria Brunelle, 
Julissa Colón, Veena Dhankher, Mary Dixey, Judy Gregoire, Jeff Hayden, Mark 
Hudgik, Lauren LeClair, Jane Lerner, Sharale Mathis, Irma Medina, Kris Ricker 
Choleva, Evelyn Rivera Riffenburg, Michelle Robak, John Sieracki, Idelia 
Smith, Jeannette Smith and Kim Straceski 
 

MEETING CALL TO 
ORDER 

At 8:06 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Robert Gilbert. 

 Roll Call Attendance: 
Trustee Epstein Yes, Via Zoom, then in person at 8:23 am 
Trustee George Yes, Via Zoom 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Yes, Via Zoom 
Trustee Plotkin Yes, Via Zoom 
Trustee Rosa  Yes, Via Zoom 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 
CONSIDERATION OF 
CONSENT AGENDA 
ITEMS 

Chair Gilbert asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 
regular agenda  The Audit and Finance Committee Report was pulled out of the 
Consent Agenda. 

 
• Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustees Meeting of 

April 25, 2023 
• Consideration of Minutes of Board of Trustees Special Meeting 

of April 20, 2023 
• Report of Personnel Actions dated May 23, 2023 
• To empower the President of the College to approve all personal 

actions prior to the next meeting 
• Committee Reports 

 
A motion was made by Trustee Hebert, and seconded by Trustee Epstein to 
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approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
 
Roll Call: 
Trustee Epstein Yes 
Trustee George Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Plotkin Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 
 

AUDIT AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE REPRT 

Trustee Epstein provided an update on the Investment RFP as the Committee 
continues its work to narrow down finalists.  The Committee will make a 
recommendation to the Board in the future about who is best suited to manage 
the College’s investment funds. 
 
Vice President Sampath discussed the motion regarding the provisional fee 
increase that was brought forward at the March Board meeting.  He provided 
the following slide presentation.   
 
To recap, this motion was brought forth at the March 28th meeting and tabled 
because Trustee George expressed some concerns from the Student Senate.  
Vice President Sampath then met with the Student Senate on April 6th and April 
13th to alleviate their concerns and obtain their support for the recommendation 
today.   
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 A motion was made by Trustee Plotkin and seconded by Trustee Rosa to 

approve the motion to accept the provisional fee increase of $10 per credit for 
FY 24, as presented, and that this fee increase will not be implemented should 
the final General Appropriations Act for FY 2024 contain sufficient 
appropriation to Holyoke Community College to offset the proposed increase.  
This does not apply to increases in other fees that are specific to courses, 
programs, labs, technology or facilities. 
 
Roll Call: 
Trustee Epstein Yes 
Trustee George Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Plotkin Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 

REPORT OF THE 
CHAIR 
 

Chair Gilbert shared the highlights since the last meeting. 
 

• The May 3rd President Royal Celebration was a wonderful time and he 
thanked Amanda’s Team for such a great event. 

• He attended the Board of Higher Education’s Board Meeting on May 9, 
2023 for the review and appointment of Dr. George Timmons as the fifth 
President of the College.  Dr. Timmons will officially start on July 15, 
2023. 

• The College’s ‘Together HCC:  Drive to Change Lives’ fundraising 
campaign was successful with over 500 donors resulting in $252,000 in 
contributions.  27 percent were new donors.  Thank you to Amanda and 
her Team. 

 
PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT: 
 

President Royal thanked everyone for attending the May 3rd Celebration and 
appreciate the effort behind the scenes in putting this event together. 
 
She provided an update to Trustees on pending legislation that support in-state 
tuition for undocumented students.  This legislation would allow for these 
students to receive in state tuition, which would make a material difference in 
terms of their cost of attending. 
 
She discussed the recent partnership with American International College (AIC) 
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in regards to housing where HCC students will receive a substantial discount that 
makes it competitive with market rate housing and they would access services 
while attending AIC. 
 
And a partnership with Westfield State University for concurrent nursing.  This 
will help address the very significant challenge of rebuilding our healthcare 
workforce. She thanked to Dr. Sharale Mathis, Dean Amy Brandt and Teresa 
Beaudry for working with faculty to align our academic programs. 
 
President Royal than introduced Dr. Sharale Mathis for today’s presentation on 
Celebrating Academic Achievements. 
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HCCA/SSBIL: Strategic Plan
● GOAL: Align academic programs with workforce and create “stackable pathways”

○ FOH - establishing a  transfer identity - Public Health, OT, PT
○ Culinary - Restructuring the certificate - “skill complete”

● GOAL: Align workforce programs with credit programs to enhance enrollment
○ Community Health Worker - Internal Articulation Agreement

● GOAL: Enhance credit program transfer pathways
○ Fitchburg State: Criminal Justice, AS to Policing, BS
○ College Of Saint Rose:

■ Psychology, AS to
● Psychology, BA
● Psychology, BS
● Forensic Psychology, BS

■ Criminal Justice to 
● Criminal Justice, BA 
● Forensic Psychology, BS   

○ Quincy College:  Agreement with 5 Business programs ( Accounting, Business Admin, Business 
MassTransfer, Human Resource, Marketing)

HCCA/SSBIL: Partnerships 
● External:

○ BayPath Interdisciplinary Simulation Day
○ World Is Our Classroom
○ HCC-Southwick Regional High School Simulation Internship Program
○ HCC-WSU Concurrent Enrollment Program

● Internal:
○ Radiologic Technology and Veterinary Technician Energized Lab 

Project
○ Foundations of Health and Culinary Arts Nutrition Collaboration
○ Culinary Arts Credit and Continuing Education Food Truck Strategic 

Plan Collaboration
○ Line Cook Articulation Agreement
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ADJOURNMENT OF 
MEETING 

On a motion by Trustee Hebert and seconded by Trustee Rosa it was VOTED 
to adjourn the meeting. 

 
Roll Call: 
Trustee Epstein Left at 9:33 am 
Trustee George Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Left at 9:22 am 
Trustee Plotkin Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:36t a.m. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

Ivonne Vidal,                            
Secretary Board of Trustees 

 
 

Approved: Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair  
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